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 We are standing in the first Sunday of the year.  What are we planning 
for this New Year?  I think we have to continue following the star, which shows 
the way for the Magi to meet Jesus.  We call it: a journey of faith. 
 
 That is what we are going to talk about today: a journey of faith, the 
Magi’s journey of faith and our journey of faith.  We make a journey of faith 
when we follow the urges of the heart.  We make a journey of faith when we 
allow the Spirit of God to take over.  We make a journey of faith, like the Magi, 
when we want to meet Jesus. 
 

 The journey of faith is often a lonely journey, because it is not easy to display our faith.  Many 
people saw the light of the Christmas star, but only the Magi recognize the newborn king of Jews.  The 
journey of faith is a lonely journey because we do not share with others.  The Magi shared it with King 
Herod when they asked: “Where is the newborn king of the Jews?  We saw His star at its rising and 
have come to do Him homage.”  The result of their question is terrible.  Herod killed all the male 
infants of Bethlehem.  In China and in Vietnam many people keep their faith silently in their hearts.  
They cannot share their faith in a country of communism, where there is no religious freedom.  The 
journey of faith is sometimes a journey that no one else in the family is willing to take with you.  Some 
of you have left behind your husband, reading the Sunday newspaper; or your wife, watching 
television; or your children, sleeping…and you, only you are here in the church with God.  But you 
persist in your journey because, like the Magi, you have seen the star and are following it. 
 
 The journey of faith can be an expensive one.  In addition to the cost of the trip itself, the Magi 
gave the gift of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  No one forced them to give, of course, but they were so 
overwhelmed in the presence of Jesus that they responded in worship. 
 
 Today we don’t have the star of Bethlehem like the Magi, but we have the word of God.  The 
word of God is the star for all people, which shines upon our Christian life.  We must look at this star 
to see the way of life.  Without this star we will take the wrong way.  Compare this with the 
Vietnamese boat people, who escape from Vietnam through the ocean without a compass, we will 
experience the necessity of the star.  At night looking at the star we can find our direction.  Living in 
this society and walking into the darkness of faith we need Jesus as the star so we cannot go wrong. 
 
 The feast of the Epiphany invites us to ask ourselves to what extent we are turning on lights in 
the darkness of our world, and lighting the way of God.  It is not just the story about the star that light 
up the darkness of the ancient world and points the way of Jesus.  It is also a story about you and me 
following the Word of God and becoming stars in the darkness of our world and leading others to 
Jesus. 

Fr. Nam’s Homily 
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St. Teresa of Avila Book Club 

 

 
Memories Before and After  

The Sound of Music 
 

by Agatha von Trapp 
208 pp. 

 
 Agatha von Trapp, the eldest of the von 

Trapp children shares the true story of the family 

that inspired the musical and film, and what 

happened to the family in the years after. 

 A intimate, loving story of a renowned 

and truly remarkable family.  

 

Please join us for our next meeting, 

Thursday, January 26 at 7:00PM 

Contact Mary Nelsen at 847-432-2422 

for the location of the meeting.  

All are welcome! 

The Immaculate Conception 

Women's Guild Board 
 invites you to 

 

The Annual Christian Unity Prayer Breakfast 
Tuesday, January 24, 2012  

Rosemont Hilton / Chicago O'Hare 

Guest Speaker Monsignor Kenneth Velo 

Monsignor Velo was here at I.C. 

as a transitional deacon in 1972 before  

his ordination to the priesthood. 

The cost is $22 and we will car pool 

RSVP by January 17 to Donna /Sue. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Thursday March 1, 2012  

Marytown, Libertyville 

ACCW Vicariate I presents  

A Morning Retreat 

Women in the Bible: Do You Identify with Them? 
(details to follow) 

  

ATTENTION: Scholarship  

The ACCW announces their annual scholarship 

available to Young Catholic Women graduating from 

high school in 2012, and planning to attend college/

university in Fall. It is $1,000 of financial assistance 

and is renewable. Must submit forms and essay by 

March 1, 2012. 

Please call for information and forms. 

  

Donna Falzone  847-831- 2682 

Sue Mortier  847-831-1658 

AROUND THE PARISH 



Finances 

Immaculate Conception Parish 8 Highland Park, Illinois 

December 2011 

Regular Sunday Offertory December 24-25: $40,205.40 

Regular Sunday Offertory December 31-January 1: $7,594.17 

GiveCentral.org contributions December 2011: $2,135  

Please stay tuned for a six-month summary of Parish finances. 

Still want to support 

Immaculate Conception 

Parish, but have your 

donation count toward your 

2011 taxes? 

NO PROBLEM! 

Just make sure that we receive 

your charitable contributions 

by January 15, 2011 and let us 

know that you’d like it to 

count toward your 2011 total! 

Women’s Guild 

The Women’s Guild will be having 

their Board Meeting on Monday, 

January 9 at 7:00PM in the Parish 

Center. 

*** 

Please join us for Coffee and 

Conversation! We will host a 

morning of conversation, coffee and 

comeraderie on Tuesday, January 10 

at 9:30AM. Mothers with small 

children are welcome! You bring the 

conversation and we’ll provide the 

coffee! 
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AROUND THE PARISH 

WORD ON FIRE 
CATHOLICISM SERIES  

2012 SCHEDULE 
 

Sundays – 10:30AM to Noon 
Wednesdays – 7:00PM to 8:30PM 

 
Session II  January 8 and 11 
 
Session III  January 22 and 25 
 
Session IV  February 5 and 8 
 
Session V  February 12 and 15 
 
Session VI  March 18 and 21 
 
Session VII  April 15 and 18 
 
Session VIII  May 6 and 9 
 
Session IX  May 20 and 23 
 
Session X  June 10 and 13 
 

Sessions meet in the Parish Center. 

THANK YOU! 

We thank the Peddle family and 

Peddle Electric for their outstanding 

contribution to our Christmas décor! 

Their donated light installation was 

dazzling and their generosity humbling. 

Sister Mary Barbara? 

Anyone remember when Immaculate 

Conception used to have a school? Anyone 

remember Sister Mary Barbara, aka Mary 

Barbara Croghan? She was the 8th grade 

teacher, a tiny whirlwind, constantly 

dashing down the hall. She is now living at 

the Sisters of Loretto Motherhouse 

Infirmary in Nerinx, Kentucky. If you’d like 

to drop her a line, the address is 515 

Nerinx Rd, Nerixn, KY 40049. The Sisters 

of Loretto ran our school with discipline, 

love and faith. May every blessing be upon 

them. 

The Chief Elf and her delivery team would like to 

extend many thanks to the Christmas elves who 

baked cookies and put together beautiful bouquets 

for our home-bound parishioners and those in 

nursing homes. We are also very grateful for the 

anonymous elf who provided each with a 

beautiful poinsettia. Though some of our 

elves are now retired, they support all with 

their prayers. Our thanks to them, too. 







ODDS AND ENDS 

PARISHIONERS OR LOVED ONES  
IN THE MILITARY 

 

Lt Ian E. Adams, Army 

LCpl Bradley Arends, USMC, Afghanistan 

Cpl Donald Arends, III, USMC 

Sgt Sarah Cvikota, Army, Afghanistan 

Gilles G. Gonduin, USMC, Iraq 

Cpl Janice Lynne Mann, USMC 

Cmdr John V. Menoni, Navy 

Pvt Sean J. Mooney, Army, Afghanistan 

LtCol Robert T. (Ted) Moorman, USAF 

MIDN Peter Roemer, Navy, Annapolis 

1stLt Shea F. McCarty, USMC, Afghanistan 

LCpl Michael Roshetski, USMC, Afghanistan 
 

 

Please pray for our brave men and women in the Armed Forces. 
May God protect them and return them safely to their families. 

Weekly Parish Schedule, January 8-14 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

8-12P: PREP/
Summer Intensive 
(PC) 
 
1030: Word on 
Fire: Session II 
(Boardroom) 

 
 
 
530P: Full Package 
Athletics (Gym) 
7P: Deerfield 
Basketball (Gym) 
 
7P: ICWG Board 
Meeting (Room 7) 

 
330P: Kumon 
Learning (PC) 
5P: CMA Volleyball 
(Gym) 
7P: Deerfield 
Basketball (Gym) 
7P: Parish Council 
Meeting 
(Boardroom) 

10: Sunday 
Connection (PC) 
6P: 6th Grade 
PREP (PC) 
7P: Sacramental 
Prep (YAM office) 
7P: Word on Fire
(Cafeteria) 
730P: Deerfield 
Basketball (Gym) 

 
 
 
5P: CMA 
Volleyball (Gym) 
7P: Deerfield 
Basketball (Gym) 

 
 
5P: St. James 
Basketball Game 
(Gym) 
 
7:30P: Crovetti 
Hockey League 
(Gym) 

Men’s Group, 
after the 8:00AM 
Mass (PC) 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY, JAN 7 

8:00AM:  

5:00PM: Thomas Ufir, Helena Stanislaw 

Rytwinski 

SUNDAY, JAN 8 

7:30AM:  

9:30AM: Larry Soth, Helen Kitt 

11:30AM: Mary Belmont 

MONDAY, JAN 9 

7:15AM: Deacon Edward Swisch 

5:15PM:  

TUESDAY, JAN 10 

7:15AM: Dorothy Kuzniar, Cay Scopelliti 

5:15PM: Susan Fromm 

WEDNESDAY, JAN 11 

7:15AM:  

5:15PM: Janann Cleveland 

THURSDAY, JAN 12 

7:15AM:  

5:15PM:  Dan & John Peper 

FRIDAY, JAN 13 

7:15AM:  

5:15PM: The Deceased Reases 

SATURDAY, JAN 14 

8:00AM:  

5:00PM: Jack Vena 

SUNDAY, JAN 15 

7:30AM: Eugene Szymanski 

9:30AM: Thomas Ufir, Maria Antoni 

Kios 

11:30AM: 

The 2012 Mass Book is now open and awaits your intentions! 

Please contact the Parish Center for more details! 

MASS SCHEDULE, JANUARY 14-15 

 Sat. 5:00PM Sun. 7:30AM Sun. 9:30AM Sun. 11:30 

CELEBRANT Fr. McCarthy Fr. Anderson Fr. Miller Fr. Nam 

DEACON  L. Lara   

LECTORS R. Geraci T. Grant N Brunton A. Mullen 

EUCHARISTIC  
MINISTERS 

B. Jablon 
M. Rector 

J. Arlington 
J. LaHousse 

M. Trogi 
P. Hunt 
J. Hunt 

S. Mortier 
P. Picchietti 
D. Picchietti 
A. Arends 

C. Rafferty 
D. Marsiglio 
B. Wilson 

A. Moorman 


